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Next meeting
Friday September 7
Agenda
6:00-7:00 p.m. Tool talk &
sales
7:00-7:10 p.m. General meeting
7:15-7:40 p.m. Tool auction
7:45-9:00 p.m. Your tool finds
from the
summer and
your most
unusual tool
8:30-10:00 p.m. Tool talk &
sales

THE TOOL TABLE is the official
publication of the Richmond
Antique Tool Society and is
published bi-monthly, in
February, April, June,
September and November of
each year.

The President’s Plane Talk
The 100-degree days of July seem to be over…BUT our next
RATS meeting will be HOT! Please join us as we reconvene from our
summer break on Friday night, September 7th at Pocahontas Middle
School in Short Pump from 6-9 p.m. We will have an action-packed
meeting featuring a large tool auction, tool sales and our theme for this
meeting: “Your Summer Finds” or “Your MOST Unusual (or Whatsit)
Tool”. We are asking members not to just sell tools at the tables, but
bring up to 10 good tools to auction – and remember you get full sale
price; NO commissions. What a HOT DEAL! Also, bring in a tool or
two that is rare, seldom seen, or unusual. Hopefully, you can join the
fun and fellowship that Friday night – September 7th.
Now for some housekeeping details: Dues for 2012 and 2013
will be collected at this meeting. If you are an “Email only” RATS
member, please mail your dues to Dick Levy at the address shown on
the next page. Remember, your dues keep the club afloat. Next, our
“Gathering” at the Legion Hall has kept the fees down, but due to the
economic downfall, their rental price for the hall has gone up to $300.
With that said, we need all members, both active or not, to pay their
dues. Finally, we need some articles! To be a published writer is a
“major” achievement, a resume builder, the pinnacle of your career.
We will publish just about anything you write! Write a story about a
tool find, sale, your pride and joy, a yard sale you hit, some research
you did, your favorite or first tool. You can do it!
Finally, as The Tool Show at the Showplace approaches in
January, consider selling tools or demonstrating some old tool use. It’s
fun and the general public really enjoy seeing the old ways of the
trades. Plus, it’s great PR for the club.
So bring a new friend or an old one to the meeting and let’s
share our passion for tools with them! See you on Friday night
September 7th.
Plane and Simple,
Rick Long
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organization serving to promote
knowledge of and interest in
collecting, making and using
antique tools. RATS provides a
gathering place where members
and guests can gain knowledge
and understanding about tools and
trades from the past and also buy,
sell and trade old tools. Regular
meetings are held in February,
April, June, September,
November and December.
Memberships are available for
$10.00 annually by mailing to:

PAPA’S GOT A BRAND NEW (OLD) DRAWKNIFE
By Scott Grandstaff*
Drawknives, especially ones that are capable of carving graceful curves,
haven’t had any respect in about 2500 years. Without them there would be no
grand wooden staircases or commanding figureheads. No elegant archways
or fine carriages. Recently, I saved an old drawknife from the ash heap of
history.
It was forlorn and mostly unloved, for who knows how long? From the style
and forging, I would guess it was made sometime before 1860 – maybe even
1820-30’s. The forging is expert work! The blade is less than an inch wide
and around 5/16" thick, but only in the center. It was forged tapered, front
and back behind the bevel, so when it’s worked bevel-down a very tight
curve can be followed. I won it for $5 on Ebay, with 22 million other people
wandering by. Here she was when I met her – a generous 10" blade with
even more generous tangs out each side.
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The remaining original handle was cracked. The second handle, a
replacement, was the tip of a shovel handle drilled and jammed on. I loved it
at first sight. Even munged by idiots through the years, and used at least a
few times as a froe judging by the hammer marks on the black of the blade,
there was still plenty there to see, if you cared to look.
First order of business was grinding. I had to see if the back of the blade
could be leveled again at all, before even caring how much would have to be
removed to form an even bevel. I used my big vise and big angle grinder to
grind the steel back into shape. Not hand tools I know, and actually pretty
slow to do, but I do not have a proper large forge and anvil and am not expert
enough to reshape a knife this size by hand.
For this knife, one I intend to keep and use forever, clenched over tangs,
while certainly viable for much work, tend to loosen as time goes on. All you
need to do is examine any number of drawknives and you will find loose
handles in a substantial percentage of them. An old knifemaker’s trick is to
thread the tangs and use a bolt to hold the handles. This way, you can draw
the handle on with much greater pressure in the first place.
(Continued…)
RATS Calendar 2012

Sept. 7, 2012

RATS Regular meeting

Pocahontas Middle School, 12000 Three Chopt Rd.

Sept. 7-9, 2012

Steam & Gas Pasture Party

14375 Blue Ridge Turnpike, Somerset, VA

Sept. 15, 2012

M-WTCA Area Q Meet

Ed Hobbs farm, Raleigh, NC

Sept. 21-23, 2012

Field Day of the Past

I-64 Exit 173 South

Nov. 9, 2012

RATS Regular meeting

Pocahontas Middle School, 12000 Three Chopt Rd.

Dec. 12, 2012

RATS Gathering (6-9 p.m.)

American Legion Hall, Indale Road, Glen Allen

PAPA’S GOT A BRAND NEW (OLD) DRAWKNIFE
(continued)
And when the inevitable loosening though time and
work and shrinkage occurs, its just a matter tightening
them back up again. Unfortunately, my tangs had been
forged long and thin and there wasn’t enough material to
thread them. So I cut threads off a couple of long 1/4"
bolts, cut the tangs back to the appropriate length, and
welded them on.

I used large compression nuts for ferrules. Turn the tang
oversized a little and the nuts will thread themselves on,
then turn the nuts round again. Countersinking the thick
washers was interesting. I tried to use calipers and such,
and this got me close, but in the end I just cut a little and
tried it and on like that until they would just snug down
for a very tight fit.

It’s common in drawknife practice to use a thin cupped
washer over the ends of the handles. Better than plain
wood, sure, but not that strong if you intend to reel down
on a bolt to tighten a handle back up again. I cut discs
out of full 1/8" brass sheet stock using a fly cutter. Next
was making those flat disks into domes.

Here is one handle drawn up tight with the ferrule,
washer and nut I made:

I needed nuts, similar to saw handle nuts. I turned down
and threaded some 1/2" brass bar stock and cut the slot
on top with a hacksaw and needle file.
Sharpened bright and ready to work, here she is:

Now it finally was time for handles. I had a piece of
delicious old-growth black walnut, which will darken
very rich with time. In my experience there is no stain,
no dye, nothing that can duplicate the look and color of
high-grade wood that is well-aged. You have choose the
best stock you can, do your best work, and wait. I like to
speed up the natural process by placing newly-made
projects in the morning sun and take them back inside
before it gets too hot.

A knife I can take some pride in.
*Scott Grandstaff is a long-time member of the Old Tools e-mail list,
where he originally published this story. Scott lives in Happy Camp,
CA and was featured in “The Workbench Book” by Taunton Press.
This article was reprinted and edited for length with his permission.
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The Richmond Antique Tool Society (RATS) is a non-profit organization serving to promote knowledge of and
interest in collecting, making and using antique tools. RATS provides a gathering place where members and
guests can gain knowledge and understanding about tools and trades from the past and also buy, sell and trade old
tools. Regular meetings are held in February, April, June, September, November and December. Membership
dues are $10.00 annually. For membership information, contact Dick Levy at ratsmembership1@verizon.net.

RATS Calendar 2012
Sept. 7, 2012
Nov. 9, 2012
Dec. 12, 2012

RATS Regular meeting
RATS Regular meeting
RATS Annual Gathering

Pocahontas Middle School, 12000 Three Chopt Rd.
Pocahontas Middle School, 12000 Three Chopt Rd.
American Legion Hall, Indale Road, Glen Allen

Visit the RATS website!
www.richmondantiquetools.com

