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Next meeting
Friday September 14th
Agenda
All times are approximate
6:00–7:00 p.m. Tool talk & sales
7:00-7:10 p.m. Presentation of
the Estate Tools Committee
7:10-7:30 p.m. General meeting
7:30-8:30 p.m. “Tools From
Summer”
8:30-10:00 p.m. Table sales and
tool talking
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The President’s Plane Talk
Recently, my wife read that Sherman Nichols had passed away.
Sherman was a gentle, soft-spoken, hardworking man and a long time
tool collector. I first met Sherman during a tool sale he was having off
of Nuckols Road. He had some really neat old tools and a boring
machine that caught my eye. I was just becoming interested in old
tools. The year was 1984 and I was 24 years old. Sherman was in his
sixties. We talked about tools for almost an hour. He loved tools and
invited me to stop by his home sometime to see his tool collection. I
bought the boring machine for $50.00 and some other fairly priced
tools. My extra cash had gone to buy old tools. Some things never
change! Little did I know that purchase sparked the beginning of a
lifelong hobby and unique friendship.
After meeting Sherman, I went over to see his collection. In
his basement was a tool collection that was jaw dropping, eye popping,
and flat out…mind blowing. He had tools from every trade, small
items displayed neatly on white pegboard, large items in the center of
the room and an inventory tag on each tool. Sherman became my
mentor. I would stop and see him a couple of times a year. My wife
took pictures of his collection. He had so many tools that you could
not see the white pegboard. Each time I stopped by, I would buy a
tool from his “sale shelf”.
As he advanced in age and my level of collecting improved, I
frequently bought some tools from his collection. It was apparent that I
wasn’t the only one coming to see Sherman, talk tools and buy tools
from him. Each time I noticed increasingly visible white pegboard and
fewer tools in the center of the room. Sherman came to one RATS
meeting years ago, but did not like to drive at night. Although I
offered to pick him up for the meetings, he declined. However, he did
accept my invitation to come see my collection. He said I had really
“done well collecting tools”. I learned from the best. I still have the
tags from each of the tools I had purchased from Sherman over the
years. The tags from his tools carry a value far above the tools
themselves. Sherman, thanks for taking time to talk tools to a young
man years ago. You inspired me.
Our next meeting is on Friday night, September 14th at
Pocahontas Middle School. I look forward to seeing you all there after
our summer break. We have a theme that requires your participation:
“Tools from the Summer”.
Continued…
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It’s an open night of show-n-tell, whatisit, tool talk and tool
selling. Let’s get together to share stories and learn from each other.
Displays or short demos are welcomed and encouraged. Bring a
friend. See you on Friday September 14th.
Plane and Simple,
Rick Long

Notes from the Prez…

Ed Hobbs’ Tool Meeting and Auction
Late July in at Ed Hobbs’ MidWest meeting, several RATS enjoyed
the BBQ, tool sales, meeting and auction. Members included: Ed (of
course), Rick Long, Alan Weber, Chalmers Gordan, Brain Blair,
Hunter Cox, Michael Winget-Hernandez, John Williams, Jake
Gardner, Sager Marshall, Ed Nuckols and Wayne Thorton. I may have
missed a few. It was a great time. Some Stanley tools in very good
condition sold for reasonable prices. Ryan, my 14-year-old son and
tool helper, was unable to attend due to a work camp through our
church. Needless to say, he missed a great tool show and you did too!
Plan to attend this event next year. Again, Ed thanks for your southern
hospitality!

Tool Display at Pocahontas: PLANES needed
My last tool display case in the Pocahontas Technology Museum is
under construction. The case is on “PLANES”. A few members have
donated tools for the other displays. If you have a plane to donate,
please call me at (804) 550-1010. I have placed several of my planes
in the case, but am looking for more planes and plane related items. If
your tool is not used, it will be returned. Please call about an item to
see if it is needed or if you have any questions about the project.
RATS are helping to support to endeavor. Thanks. At our next
meeting on Friday, September 14th … check it out!

RATS Calendar 2007
September 14th

RATS Meeting

Pocahontas Middle School, 12000 Three Chopt Rd.

Oct. 13 & 14

John Parlett’s 10th annual Farm-Life Southern Maryland
Festival

November 16th

RATS Meeting

Pocahontas Middle School, 12000 Three Chopt Rd.

December TBA

RATS Winter Gathering

American Legion Hall, Indale Rd., Glen Allen

Dec. 29 & 30

Antique Tool Show

The Showplace, Rt. 360 West, Mechanicsville

Making a New “Antique” Tool
By Bill Taggart
I made this tiny wooden router on a whim.

one of my favorite chisels, a Buck Bros 1/8-inch mortise
chisel.
I roughed out the body shape with a coping saw, then
brought it to shape with a rasp and files. Then I hit it
with sandpaper, going up to about 320 silicon carbide
paper. Then I polished it with steel wool, mineral spirits
and Butcher's Wax.

I copied the general design from a picture of a full-sized
model in a book about (what else?) traditional
woodworking tools.
It’s made almost entirely from scraps I had laying
around the shop. The body is from some rosewood I
acquired years ago as part of a lot of old tools and wood.
The only store-bought materials are the small knurled
brass knob, washer and threaded rod (which was simply
a brass machine screw that I cut the head off and cut
down to size).

For the cutter, I dug into my scrap metal bucket and
came up with an old chipper from a stacked dado blade
set. It had welded-on teeth, and I realized I could hack
out a cutter and include one of the teeth on the business
end. I cut it out with a hacksaw, ground it to shape using
a bench grinder and files, then polished it up on a
diamond stone.
The trickiest part to make was the cutter holder. I made
it from a ¼" thick, very large brass washer I had laying
around (I have no idea what it had been for, it was in the
drawer of a workbench I had bought at a garage sale). I
hacked out a rectangle of brass, then ground it to shape
on the bench grinder, using a hand vise.
I drilled a hole in the edge and tapped it to accept the
threaded rod. I then drilled a perpendicular hole all the
way through for the cutter shank. I made the hole
slightly smaller than the dimensions of the cutter shank,
then took a very small square file and filed it square until
it was just big enough to accept the cutter shank.

I eyeballed the dimensions and proportions from the
picture of the “real” one in the book. I first sketched the
outline of the body, then drilled three holes: one main
hole plus two flanking smaller ones to form the handles.

I sent it to fellow tiny tool enthusiast Scott Grandstaff in
Happy Camp, California, as a Christmas Present. He
later reciprocated with a lovely tiny Perfect Handle
Screwdriver that he had refurbished and polished up.

I cut the dado that the blade sits in using a utility knife,
and made the through mortise for the cutter holder using

Ain’t the world of old tools great?
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Don’t forget the RATS website!

RATS now has a home on the Internet. Point your web browser to
http://home.comcast.net/~richmondantiquetools/ and take a look. You’ll
find archived newsletters, pictures from past meetings and a list of
upcoming events. It is very much a work in progress, so please feel free to
contribute ideas and content. Send your site submissions to Bill Taggart at
wtaggart@comcast.net.

“OSHA? Ain’t that a town in Wisconsin?”

