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Next meeting
Friday November 17
Agenda
6:00–7:15 p.m. Tool talk & sales
7:15-7:30 p.m. General meeting
7:30-8:30 p.m. MY MOST
UNUSUAL TOOL

8:30-10:00 p.m. Table sales and
tool talking
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The President’s Plane Talk
Reading back issues of THE TOOL TABLE for
November, I would always say, “This is
my favorite time of the tool year.” Well,
this year is no exception. We have a
November 17th tool meeting, “The
Gathering” on December 14th and our
tool show December 30th & 31st.
These three RATS activities are what we
live for. Hopefully you will mark your
calendars and join us for these tool-filled
events. Fun, fine food, tool auctions and
camaraderie are just what we need to fill the winter void.
Let’s start off with our next meeting and annual “Donation
Auction,” Friday, November 17th. The theme of the meeting will be
“My Most Unusual Tool” and we ask members to show-and-tell their
most unusual tool, which may be a “whatsit.” This will also be a great
time to pay 2007 dues. Bob Ziegler will have handmade, miniature
marking gauge ornaments for sale (see below). The proceeds go to the
club. We will hold our annual “Donation Auction”. For newcomers
and anyone who may not remember, this is the time for you to clean
out your shop! Tools you have not used, items you no longer want,
pretty much anything can be brought to this auction. Proceeds offset
the cost of all RATS activities, including meeting space rental fees,
refreshments, mailings and more. We rely on your support, so please
scrounge up all your junk because we have tons of RATS who love to
buy crap! So, we will welcome you and your junk and we will see you
leaving with new junk!
Next, the December “Gathering” has always been on a
Wednesday night, but the Legion Hall now has BINGO on
Wednesday. Therefore, please note that the “Gathering” will be held
on Thursday night, December 14th. The directions are on the next
page. This event is a food fest. We ask you to bring a side dish, tools
to sell, and up to 10 tools to auction. Auction sheets will be at the
Legion Hall for you to complete. 90% to you and 10% to the club.
Bring money to spend – you never know what may appear; some high
quality tools and bargains do show up. This night is a highlight and
popular annual tradition of this special club. This is a must-attend
event.
Finally, the Tool Show at The Showplace will be December
30-31. Previous dealers will be sent their registration in the mail. I
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will have registration forms for any new dealers at the November
meeting. We encourage members to sign up to sell tools or this event
will fade into the woodwork. You may split a table with a buddy, but
we really need dealers. Also, you may wish to demonstrate your
particular skill in our demo area or help man the RATS table to
promote the club and recruit new members. At a minimum, please
plan to attend and support the dealers with tool purchases. See you at
The Showplace!
Our September meeting theme, “Summer Finds”, was very fun.
I hated to leave early, but football beckoned and may beckon again
during our November meeting, if the Hanover Hawks make the
playoffs. Should I stay for junk to throw into my trunk or leave to
watch the Hawks soar once more?
Plane and Simple,
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New RATS Website!
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RATS now has a home on the Internet. Point your web browser to
http://home.comcast.net/~richmondantiquetools/ and take a look.
You’ll find archived newsletters, pictures from past meetings and a list
of upcoming events. It is very much a work in progress, so please feel
free to contribute ideas and content. We would love to have your
interesting photos, stories, links to good websites, etc. Send your site
submissions to Bill Taggart at wtaggart@comcast.net.
Items wanted or for sale
For sale at the November 17 meeting: Christmas Ornament 2006
A limited edition of forty-five
This year we have made a working 1/3 scale Stanley No. 61 marking
gauge. It was produced from 1859 to 1984, a run of 125 years. We
also have a few D. R. Barton (1832-1875) jack planes from last year.
All proceeds go to RATS. Still only $5.00.
Bob Ziegler & Jean-Marie White

To receive THE TOOL TABLE
and RATS announcements
via e-mail, contact:
Rob Black.... rob.black@cbre.com

RATS Calendar 2006
November 17

RATS Meeting & Donation Auction

Pocahontas Middle School

December 14

RATS Gathering

American Legion Hall, Indale Road

December 30-31

Antique Tool Show

The Showplace, Mechanicsville, VA

A Good Trade
By Ken Meltsner
Editor’s Note: although not a RATS member, Ken
Meltsner is a member of the Old Tools Front Porch
Internet-based e-mail list. He was among several
who responded to a request for articles for the
RATS newsletter. Others will appear in later issues.
I love estate sales because I love finding interesting
old tools “in the wild.” I've decided that on the
collector-user spectrum, I fall somewhat off the axis
at “acquirer.”
Last year, I may have had my best find ever. It was
at the estate sale of a serious rust accumulator –
buckets and barrels of rusted hardware and random
scrap. I did find a couple of planes, including a #4sized Sargent – and several combination squares.
One was a Starrett, so I figured for a buck, I
couldn't lose.

The rule on the Starrett was sort of bent, which isn't
something I've seen too often. I straightened it with
no effort at all; it was clearly not hardened. And it
had little holes along one end. After cleaning it, I
saw that it was marked with a patent date.
I tracked down the applicable patent and decided I
had a real find. From all indications, it was from
very early production since it was not hardened.
Unfortunately, it wasn't particularly square, and so I
wrote it up as a gloat for the Old Tools list, unsubtly
hinting that I would like to trade it for a more
useful, if less collectable, square.
Turns out that Wayne Anderson (a maker of
incredibly gorgeous, custom-ordered, high-end hand
planes) needed an early Starrett rule and square
head for his collection. We ended up trading my
(unusable) square for his Starrett double square.
When he heard that the tote of the Sargent plane

that I had acquired at the same estate sale was badly
munged, he added a replacement tote that he had
bought at Woodcraft and later reshaped and
refinished. So I can now claim to have part of a
Wayne Anderson plane! He also threw in a Stanley
machinist's level in original box.
So, in exchange for an unusable (keep repeating “I
am not a collector”) combination square ($1) and
shipping, I received a replacement tote, a level, and
a story. And, of course, the square, which is now
my favorite. As Wayne wrote:
“Take good care of that 4” square...it
has been an extension of my right
hand for years.”
I will. I wonder what he'd take in trade for one of
his miter planes?

For anyone not familiar with Wayne Anderson’s
work, visit http://www.andersonplanes.com/. His
planes have been featured in Fine Woodworking
magazine and other publications. Two examples
are shown above. As with many fine things,
regarding price: if you have to ask…
- Ed.
P.S.: About $200 per inch of plane body length.

“THE GATHERING”
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14TH
Our eleventh annual RATS Gathering will be from 6 to 10 p.m. on Thursday December 14th at the Glen
Allen American Legion Hall Post 244. See next page for directions. If you get lost, the Legion # is 264-5931.
You can call Rick Long for additional directions or clarification: Home phone: (804)-550-1010; Cell phone:
(804)-920-8150.
Agenda for the evening:
5:30 p.m.
Doors open and Rick will be there.
6:00-7:00
Table tool sales. Bring tools priced to sell and a tablecloth. Limit one table per RATS
member.
7:00-7:10
Quick general meeting and announcements.
7:10-8:00
DINNER. Bring a side dish or dessert. Anthony is providing ham. This is the best
potluck dinner of the holiday season! Come break crumbs with the RATS family.
8:05
TOOL AUCTION begins!
Auction Rules:
•
Maximum of 10 tools per RATS member, minimum value $10 each
•
10% commission goes to the club
•
No buyer’s premium
•
No reserves – you must buy back your tool
•
Fill out the form below (everything but lot letter, price and sold to) and bring it to the
auction, you will receive a lot letter and stickers for your items
•
Payment after the auction, unless we have tons of tools; checks will be mailed the next
day
10:00 p.m.
Hall closes.

See you December 14, 2006 at The Gathering!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name:
Address:
State:

City:
Home phone: (
Item
1

ZIP:
Lot letter:

)
Brief description

Price

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Sub total
-10%
Total

Sold to

Directions to The Gathering
The Glen Allen American Legion hall is located off of Purcell Road, which is off of Old Mountain Road. Take
exit 45-B off of I-295, north of Richmond, VA. This is Woodman Rd. South exit. You will come quickly to a
light at Old Mountain Rd. Turn Right at the light, go 9/10 mile to Purcell Rd. Turn left onto Purcell. If you
come to the RR tracks on Old Mountain, you went too far and just missed Purcell! Once on Purcell, go 4/10
mile to Indale Rd. Turn left onto Indale Rd. Go 3/10 mile and the American Legion Hall is on the left.

2522 Indale Rd., Glen Allen VA
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Next meeting
Friday, Nov. 17th
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